ACTION ALERT
PROPONENTS OF HORSE SLAUGHTER

POUNDING SENATORSTO

KEEP HORSE SLAUGHTER
Wednesday, May 28

Please continue contacting Senators urging them to reject
any amendment to SB 1413 that will legalize horse

UPDATE

The Good News: The Senate is not going to concur with the House amendment placed
on SB 1413 to repeal Chapter 149 of the Texas Agriculture Code, legalizing horse
slaughter for human consumption. However, this means SB 1413 will go to a
Conference Committee to further determine whether the House amendment is approved
or rejected. Senator Bob Deuell, the Senate chairman of the Conference Committee has
pledged not to allow the Repeal of the Chapter 149 of the Ag Code or the Representative
Betty Brown language legalizing horse slaughter on his bill - SB 1413. We owe Senator
Deuell our support and thanks for his decision to reject the legalization of horse slaughter
and the sale of horse meat as a part of SB 1413.

The Bad News: Senator Bob Deuell and other Senators are getting pounded and
pressured by horse slaughter proponents to ALLOW THE AMENDMENT in Conference
Committee. If they are successful in persuading Senators to do this, we will have lost the
horse slaughter battle as horse slaughter will become legal in Texas. Disgracefully, the
Texas Farm Bureau has jumped on board in support of horse slaughter, as well as the
Texas and Southwest Cattle Raisers Association who receive $3 for every horse
slaughtered in Texas.!

What you should know: The House amendment was unethically snuck onto SB 1413 in
the House with no discussion or debate. Representative Betty Brown’s bill - HB 1324
had previously gone to the Senate where the Senate rejected it —leaving it to die in a
Senate Committee. The Senate has clearly spoken - THEY DO NOT WANT ANY BILL
THAT ALLOWS HORSE SLAUGHTER FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION. Our calls and
faxes must politely convince the Senators that the House should NOT dictate how the
Senate should resolve legislative issues.

WHAT YOU NEED TO DO

Please politely and patiently contact Senator Bob Deuell and thank him for his
strong stance, and urge him to hold strong. Also, contact all other 30 Senators and
the Lieutenant Governor urging them to support Senator Deuell’sdecision, and TO
REJECT ANY AMENDMENT TO SB 1413 THAT WILL LEGALIZE HORSE
SLAUGHTER FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION. A Fact Sheset isattached to give
you discussion pointsfor your callsand faxes.

Thank you for all of your help up to this point, and please continue your persistencein
convincing Senatorsthat Texans do not want horse slaughter in Texas!!




The contact information for every Senator and the Lieutenant Governor is as follows:

Senator

Capitol Ph#

Capitol Fax#

Kenneth Armbrister
Mike Jackson
Gonzalo Barrientos
Robert Duncan
Troy Fraser

Juan Hinojoso

Jon Lindsay

Eddie Lucio, Jr.
Florence Shapiro
Todd Staples

Craig Estes

Bill Ratliff

Robert “Bob” Deuell
Tommy Williams
Steve Ogden

Mario Gallegos
ChrisHarris

Kim Brimer

Jane Nelson
Rodney Ellis

John Whitmire
John Carona

Kyle Janek

Ted Bivins

Eliot Shapleigh
LeticiaVan de Pute
Jeff Wentworth
Royce West

Kip Averitt

Judith Zaffirini
Frank Madla

Lieutenant Governor David Dewhurst  (512) 463-0001

(512) 463-0118
(512) 463-0111
(512) 463-0114
(512) 463-0128
(512) 463-0124
(512) 463-0120
(512) 463-0107
(512) 463-0127
(512) 463-0108
(512) 463-0103
(512) 463-0130
(512) 463-0101
(512) 463-0102
(512) 463-0104
(512) 463-0105
(512) 463-0106
(512) 463-0109
(512) 463-0110
(512) 463-0112
(512) 463-0113
(512) 463-0115
(512) 463-0116
(512) 463-0117
(512) 463-0131
(512) 463-0129
(512) 463-0126
(512) 463-0125
(512) 463-0123
(512) 463-0122
(512) 463-0121
(512) 463-0119

David.dewhurst@senate.state.tx.us

(512) 475-3736
(512) 475-3727
(512) 463-5949
(512) 463-2424
(512) 475-3732
(512) 463-0229
(512) 463-8810
(512) 463-0061
(512) 463-7579
(512) 463-1526
(512) 463-8874
(512) 475-3751

(512) 463-7202

(512) 463-6373
(512) 463-5713
(512) 463-0346
(512) 463-7003
(512) 475-3745
(512) 463-0923
(512) 463-0006
(512) 475-3737
(512) 463-3135
(512) 463-0639
(512) 475-3733
(512) 463-0218
(512) 463-2114
(512) 463-7794
(512) 463-0299
(512) 475-3729
(512) 475-3738
(512) 463-1017

512/936-6700

To email any Senator: firstname.lastname@senate.state.tx.us



mailto:David.dewhurst@senate.state.tx.us
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FACT SHEET

OPPOSITION TO HOUSE AMENDMENT NO. 2 TO SB 1413

*THISAMENDMENT REPEALSINITSENTIRETY CHAPTER 149
OF THE AGRICULTURE CODE AND LEGALIZESHORSE
SLAUGHTER AND THE SALE OF HORSEMEAT FOR HUMAN
CONSUMPTION IN TEXAS*

Background

Texas hasthe only two remaining horse slaughter plantsin the United States. These two
Texas plants, both foreign owned, slaughter live horses, processtheir meat, and ship it to
France, Belgium, Germany and Japan for human consumption in those countries. Last
August, then Texas Attorney General John Cornyn ruled that they are operating in dir ect
violation of Chapter 149 of the Agriculture Code which makesit a criminal offense to sefl,
possess or transfer horse meat for human consumption.

The House Amendment to SB 1413 totally repeals Chapter 149 of the Agriculture Code;
thus, decriminalizing the current illegal activities of these hor se laughter plantsand allows
these plantsto continue to slaughter horses and sell the horsemeat for human consumption

herein Texasand in other statesin the United Statesaswell asin foreign countries.

Texas Voter Poll

A Texas Statewide Voter Survey on Horse Slaughtering was conducted by Mason-Dixon
Polling & Research from May 4 through May 6, 2003 which revealed the following:

1) 89% of Texans are not awar e that hor se slaughtering is going on in Texas.

2) 72% are opposed to the slaughtering of horsesfor human consumption.

3) 77% oppose any law that would legalize the slaughter of hor ses for
human consumption. _ _ _

4) By an 8to 1 margin, Texans associate the value of horseswith Texas
culture and heritage

rather than asa simplelivestock commodity like cattle.

Why the House Amendment is Bad L aw

e Thesaleand human consumption of horsemeat in Texas has been outlawed for
over fifty years!

e HB 1324, the original house bill that attempted to legalize horse slaughter for human
consum(j)tlon only in foreign countriesdied in committee. ThisHouse Amendment is
a backdoor attempt not only to revive HB 1324, but even wor se to allow hor semeat
to be sold and consumed in Texasfor thefirst timein over fifty years. It will also
allow horsemeat to be mixed with other traditional meat food such as beef, pork,
lamb, etc. with no requirementsthat the consumer betold they are eating
Eorser_neat. In other words, Texans may end up eating horsemeat and not even

now it.

e This desperate attempt by pro slaughter forces will open the door for fraud on the Texas

meat consumer.

Points and Counterpoints on Horse Slaughter

e Contrary to the proponents’ claims, the vast majority of horsesslau%htered in these
Texas Flants arenot old, sick or lame but instead are young, healthy hor ses bought
by "killer buyers" who attend horse auctions where the?/ compete with families and
other horse brokers looking for good, sound horses. Also, hor se daughter promotes
hor se theft - hor se theft decreased by over 50% in California after California
banned horse slaughter in 1998.

e Contrary to the proponents’ claims, the elimination of hor se laughter will not
increase hor se abuse or neglect; nor will it increasethe export of live horsesto
Mexico and Canada. The number of slaughtered horses in the U.S. has decreased
from 360,000 annually in 1990 to 42,000 in 2002 and, according to a recently published
study commissioned by The Thoroughbred Retirement Foundation, no increase in abuse



or neglecét has occurred, nor has the export of live horses to Mexico or Canada
increased.

Contrary to the proponents’ claims, current law does not prohibit the killing of horses
for medical purposes, pet food or any other use other than human consumption.
Lobbyists for these plants point to the economic impact of closing these slaughter
plants. According to court records, Beltex employs approximately 90 and Dallas Crown
approximately 40, minimum wage, high turn over, migrant workers. These jobs can
easily be absorbed. Also, the "lost profits" to the Texas economy will be minimal since
these foreign owned plants siphon their profits overseas. Further, ninety percent
(90%) of the horses slaughtered in these plants are transported from other parts of
the United States and the money paid by these plantsfor those hor ses to out-of-
state “Killer buyers’ doesnot stay in Texas. A live horseisworth much moreto
the Texas economy than a dead horse. The direct annual impact on the gross
domestic product is approximately $4,200 per horse.

The transportation of horsesto slaughter housesiscruel and inhumane.

The slaughter method used to Kill these horsesis anything but humane. The 2002
report of the American Veterinarian Medical Association states "adequate restraint is
important to ensure proper placement of the penetrating captive bolt" when used for
euthanasia of horses. “Adequate restraint” on a fractious, frightened horse in a
slaughter plant killing 160 horses a day is virtually impossible. These horses often
endure repeated stuns or blows and remain conscious during their own slaughter.
Nearly every national thoroughbred hor se organization is opposed to this bill such
as. the National Thoroughbred Racing Association, The Breeders Cup Limited, Fasig-
Tipton Horse Sales Company, and the Thoroughbred Retirement Foundation.
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