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New help 1for

. B Krls Axtman

i/ each year from:an induétry that. now ranks
| second in‘the’ ‘state, behind caftle. . - -
. :A'trend toward abséntee owrership, with
horses pastured on- small ranches not far.
| vfrom cities, has. made horsés casier than

" “scoundrels. .

1 Stopper

_Staff wnter of The Christlan Sc|er|ce Monitor ‘
- MADISONVILLE, TEXAS - Back Wht n the Wild

- West was being tamed and- pan:ltloned by -

.the newly. invented “devil's Tope,” a.man -
could ‘be shot just for. carrying a pair of

wire gutters In the pocket of his dungarees.

~Officially,'tampering with a barbed-wire

) fence was classified as a felony nffense. Un- .

officially, well; justice for rustlets was often
meted out outiside the law.: .

as cattle. But, while the penalties today may
not be as harsh or swifl, chang¢s in. the law. -
and techmology are making it easier to track

. these rustters down. = . _

 In Texas alone, experts es fiI'nate that

three or four horses per 1 week dlsappear off
‘the arid land:: That's millionsiof doliars'lost

ever to steal: Buf unlike 150 years ago, it's
~also gettmg mcreasmgly easier fo catch the

Inspectors are’ allowed greai er access 1o

As Mrs. Fleming ta.lks about thé horses
they've rescued, she checks-hof ‘stopwatch.

the mare’s left hindquarter «nd places it
 appear. when the hair regrows. Instead  of

giving:the animal a third-degrée burn, like a

pigment in the hair follicles. -

trogen-taced iron, And it provides.only a mo-
mentary stinging sensation. The couple has
been using this technigue for about 10 years
now. Microchips ifribedded .in: the horse's
neck are also growing in popularity.

On ‘this afterboon, ‘the Fleniings have

“only branded six- ‘horses. Bu: soon, they'll

have more work than. they carl handle Next-

“Today, 'the ‘ultimate scoundrels ‘of the"
frontier still roam, targeting horses as well -

cessing . plants aIu:l ~ auction

“Seven: seconds, eight, nine;” she calls out.”
"Her: husband pulls' the iron away from -

" back in a smoking. tub of Hiquid nitrogen..
_ The riew brand, a star with-a K inside, will
" but the horses are where the!

. hot iren does, this' method simply Kills the N
T - Texas A&M University in

$0.a brown horse, like Quecnie, will have ‘ o ’

" white hair where it was touched by the ni-

Changes in the law and advances in technology
are makzng zt easzer to track rustlers down.r |

mon’rh the prot.'ess of reregistering brands-
il begin, a ritual horse owners have to. do-
“every 10 years at the county level. - .

" “People don't rea]ize horse theft is.a very,
‘very big problem,” says Mrs. F‘leming. wip-
;ing the sweat from her brow “and the thjngs _
“we do'to make horses easy for us to-o¥m -

‘them is'what makes At easy for thieves to

stea.lthem" N T Lo

in’ pastures néar busy roads, and-
g they are trained to get into a horse
' trailer iipon command. But even more sig-

‘pificant, a large percentage .of horses have
The pro]jferaﬁon of .
ranchettes ‘suburban ranches and stables

absentee ' OWnHers.

. ANY horses. for example, are kept'-'

ust outside ma]or cities-
such as - Dallas, Houston,
and San - Antonio means
iwners often " go days or -
jeeks without seeing their,
‘liorses. . Of the 1 million
“horses.in Texas, one-fourth
are housed in Houston's
outskirts alone. . - - .o

“People tend fo think’ of "
Texas as open land withi .
~horses roaming around on
: la.rge ranches in rufal areas,

- people - ‘are,” " séys -+ Pete’
Gibbs, a horse spee1elist at

College Station.

_ Absentee: 0W11ersh1p
-makes horses easier to,
steal, And,. just like 150

- years ago, profitis the motive. “Its just llke‘
burglarizing a house ‘or stedling a car. It's

done for money,” says Ste ok, ex-

_eeuﬁve director of the Sheriffs Assoc1ation1

-of Texas__ . - .

But untike stealing a used VCR a horse

- PHUTGS BY:| MlGHAEL STRAVATDJ‘SPECIAL TO THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONTGR

: ‘FREEZE-BRANDING' Instead of the hot-iron procedure Tom Fleming applies & nitrogen--
2 -Iaced iron, which kI"S the pigment in: ha|r foIl|c|es The horse will have white halr there

"1CY SIGNATURE: Only half of
stolen horses are recovered

Will always brmg market
| value. That means a1, 000-
pound horse ¢anrbring $800
at auction or the slaughter—
. house for meat.. =
- Even though “Wanted"
.posters line the'walls af siich -
Igcals, . almost. half  of the
stolen horses never make.it;
-back to the rightful owners:
That's whya brand is's0.
. important. It's the equivalent
ofaVINonaca.r o
- Starr. - Towell ‘has -beéii -
: 1workmg with-horses for only’
- two-.-years:; now, - bt shé.
knows the importance of
identification. She spent-the-
morhing with the Flemings,
- getting all five of her horses ‘
freeze-branded. Lo
' “I lwe along a'busy farm road, and 1 want
them to be identifiable,” she says, leading
Queenie into the horse trailer. “They are my -
babies, and 1 don't want anyone to ‘steal’
them. :Plus, my 9-year-old daughter would
be heartbroken -




