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Dear Representative,

| am writing to you in my capacity as Vice Chairman of Fasig-Tipton Company, the
oldest Thoroughbeed avetion company in United States in operstion since 1808, We
operate in five states and Cenada, and bave been condocting horse sales in the state of
Texas for several vears; we have seen ateady progress in Texas as 8 marketplace {or
Thoroughbreds.

[ amn writing to vou in reference w legislation bas been introduced in the Texas House of
Representatives in the form of HB 1324, which seeks to alter curvem law that prohibits
the sale, offering for sale or transfer of horsemeat for human congumption. HB 1324
would change the cwrrent law to make it illegal only if the consumprion takes place in the
United States. This change in the law would, in effect, lepalize the activities of the two
forsign-owned Texas borse slasghter houses that curmrently slaughter and ship horsemeat
te France, Germany and Japan.

Fasig-Tipton is setively involved in horse rescue efforts through our support of Blue
Haorse Charitics, a not-for-profit organization that sesks to assist those providing a
humane solution for Thoroughbreds no longer suitable for breeding or racing. We fec
that the slanghter of horses is not only abhorrent to those aof us o the industry et also to
the fang of the sport that our industry is based upon. As such we feel it represents a real
threat o the Thoroughbred mdustry as a whole, and feel that the legalizalion of this
activity in Texas could have a very negative impact on the state’s Thoroughbred industry,

1 strongly urpe you to OPPOSE HB 1324 and any legislation that would seek to alter
Texas law that profibits the slaughter and sale of horsemeat for human consumption,
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